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Communication
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Precursors of Language



Pre-linguistic Communication Attempts
§ What does communication look like?
§ Smiling & other facial expressions
§ Pointing, gesturing, reaching, grasping
§ Eye gaze, Crying
§ Gurgling, vocalizing
§ Babbling, jargoning

§ Why do babies communicate?
§ To express desire (I want)
§ To express emotion (I feel)
§ To get attention (look at me)
§ To get desired action (please help)
§ To greet (hi)



Cooing & vegetative noises

Manual & verbal babbling

Complex vocal babbling Complex manual babbling

First signed wordsFirst spoken words

1-3 months

4-6 months

10-12 months

6-8 months



SMILING 
Anticipatory or Reactive



REACHING
“I want that and I will get it myself”



EYE GAZE



CRYING
Babies develop different sounding cries for different emotions or needs between 1-2 months of age.  



Manual Babbling



Identifying Communication Signals

“Is that spinach in your teeth?” “I’m Tired”



Strategies for Encouraging 
Early Communication

Responsive Communication

§ Be Positive
§ Responding to your child’s 

attempts to communicate –
teaches them that their actions 
lead to a reaction.

§ Positive reinforcement 
encourages them to repeat.

§ Respond Accurately & Consistently
§ Identifying the signals is only half 

the battle.
§ Misreading the child’s intent 

could lead to frustration for 
everybody.

Interactive Engagement

§ Parentese/Motherese
§ Higher vocal intonation
§ Exaggerated facial grammar 
§ Repetition
§ Increased Rhythm
§ Prolonged syllables



Ideas for Communicative Play

§ Lay babies on their back and kneel 
over them. 

§ While on your back or reclining, lay 
babies on your belly, so you are 
face to face. 

§ Imitate your child’s movement or 
sounds to engage in turn taking.

§ Dance with your baby
§ Sing songs and use motions or 

finger play



PEEK-A-BOO



§“Child directed speech has special 
intonation contours simplifications of 
vocabulary and syntax and much 
repetition.  As the child shows abilities to 
join in interaction, parents gradually 
increase the level of complexity of their 
own messages, allowing their child to 
grow as a communicative partner.” 
(Hoiting & Slobin, 2008) 



Pre-cursors of Language

§ Attachment
§ Touching
§ Smiling
§ Eye contact
§ Closeness

§ Social Emotional Development
§ Expression
§ Self Talk
§ Parallel Talk
§ Turn Taking

§ Joint Attention
§ Shared attention
§ Following attention
§ Directing attention



ATTACHMENT
Touching, Smiling Eye Contact, Closeness



Social Emotional Development
“Starting from birth, 

babies learn who they are 
by how they are treated. 

Loving relationships 
provide young children 

with a sense of comfort, 
safety and confidence. 

They teach young children 
how to form friendships, 
communicate emotions 

and deal with challenges.” 

www.zerotothree.org



Noticing and playing with others



JOINT ATTENTION

Shared Attention

Following Attention

Directing Attention
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